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Thomas Woodrow Wilson:
Family Ties and Southern
Perspectives, by Erick
Montgomery, focuses on
the life of the 28th
President of the Unites
States, the first Southerner
elected to that office fol-
lowing the Civil War.
Although his academic
career as a college professor
was in the Northeast, he
was born in Virginia and
spent his formative years in
Georgia, South Carolina
and North Carolina. He
lived in the Presbyterian
Manse in Augusta,
Georgia, in the 1860s while
his father served as Pastor
of the congregation that hosted the meeting that created the
Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States. He watched
as wounded and dying soldiers poured into Augusta, many
to the makeshift hospital set up at the Presbyterian Church,
diagonally across the street from the Wilson's home. He
witnessed captured Confederate President Jefferson Davis
as he was brought through town under guard, and he looked
up into the face of Condederate General Robert E. Lee dur-

ing his final tour in 1870.
Wilson began his educa-
tion, grounded his
Calvinist faith and
emerged as a leader as
President of the Light Foot
Baseball Club while living
in Augusta. He was a prod-
uct of the Reconstruction
era South.

The Wilson's home in
Augusta, is now a house
museum. This fully docu-
mented volume, serves as
an in-depth examination of
the Augusta manse while
also expanding on the
Southern experiences of
Wilson and his family.
Details of the Wilson

Family's stories in Hampden-Sydney and Staunton,
Virginia; Dalton, Augusta, Atlanta, Rome and Savannah,
Georgia; Columbia, South Carolina; Wilmington, North
Carolina; and Clarksville, Tennesee are featured in this fully
illustrated work, which includes over 200 photographs.

The author is the Executive Director of Historic Augusta,
Inc., owner of the former manse in Augusta, now known as
the Boyhood Home of President Woodrow Wilson.
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